Filigree is a traditional jewellery technique that uses fine wires and smaill granules of
metal to create delicate, lacy patterns. The wires are carefully shaped, arranged, and
joined by soldering or fusing to form decorative designs. This method has been used
for centuries in many cultures and remains valued for its precision and detail.

Twﬁy & Meleriely

Fine silver (usually between 0.2-0.5mm for filigree threads)

S

Base frame wire (slightly thicker 0/8-1mm, sterling silver to form the outline) — \Q
Jeweller’s saw and blades, scissor shears (for cutting) §\§
Round-nose and flat-nose pliers (for shaping and bending the wires) ~
Fine Jewellers Torch, Charcoal block & Tweezers ‘
Flux and solder (cylinder burr or clean file to create solder dust) ¢
Needle files and abrasive papers (for cleaning up and finishing) & &
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Optional: D
O Optivisor or magnifier for close-up work
© Doming Block or stakes to make 3D forms / \

Simple Beginsery Project - Filigree Pendent

1. Prep materials - Sterling silver for the outer frame, 1mm square wire will help to form a wall for your
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. Apply solder paste and allow to dry or apply flux and sprinkle powdered solder.
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inner shapes. Use fine silver for the filigree shapes.
Make the solder dust - Clamp the solder in pliers, use a cylinder burr in a pendant motor/hand file,
collect powder in a small container with a lid.
Mix a paste - Add a drop of distilled water to the solder dust to form a paste or leave as powder to
sprinkle.
Form and solder the outer frame, be careful not to twist the wire - Shape, join, pickle, rinse.
Make the twisted filigree wire - Twist two lengths of fine silver wire (use a pin vice, hand drill,
pendant motor or pliers).
® (Optional) Flatten the twist - Lightly roll through a mill, gently annealing as needed,
avoiding over-thinning.
B consider using lengths of flattened fine silver wire for contrast
Cut short lengths of fine silver wire for the internal sections, roughly 10-30mm
Plan the layout - Draw a simple guide under your frame.
Pre-form basic shapes - Spirals, C-scrolls, S-scrolls, marquise loops, teardrops.

Dry-fit for tension - Shapes should press lightly into place.
Anchor the spiral turn, refine the shape before adding more solder to secure the shape.

Solder the piece, heat evenly, focus heat toward the frame to avoid melting, pickle and rinse.
Fill remaining areas - Add more scrolls and shapes as needed.
Finish - Rinse, brush, burnish, patinate if desired, and polish.

FURTHER INFORMATION:

www.creativetherapy.space/resources



