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Hierloom Jewellery
Heirloom jewellery is kept and passed down through generations. These pieces often hold personal or

symbolic meaning, marking important moments in life or reminding us of the people who wore or made
them. An heirloom doesn’t have to be expensive or elaborate. What usually makes it special is the story it

carries, the memories attached to it, and the care taken in its making.

A successful heirloom is not just beautiful, it becomes a keeper of memory, meaning, and connection.

Ancient Britain – Celtic Torc (c. 300 BC – 100 AD)
A torc is a rigid neck ring worn by Celtic people across
Britain and Europe. Made from twisted gold or bronze, it
symbolised status, power, and identity. Many torcs have
been found buried in hoards or passed through
generations, suggesting they were treasured objects.
Their durability and strong symbolic meaning make
them early examples of heirloom jewellery.

Victorian Britain – Mourning Locket (19th
Century)
During the Victorian era, mourning jewellery became
very popular. Lockets were often worn containing a lock
of hair, a photograph, or a small memento of a loved
one. These pieces helped people remember those who
had died and were often passed down within families as
meaningful keepsakes.

Modern Britain – Family Signet Ring
Signet rings have been worn in Britain for centuries and
are still popular today. Traditionally engraved with
family crests, initials, or personal symbols, they were
once used to seal letters with wax. Today, they are often
given at milestones such as coming of age, graduation,
or inheritance, making them modern heirlooms that
connect family history with contemporary life.

India – Bridal Gold Jewellery
In many parts of India, gold jewellery worn during
weddings becomes a family heirloom. Pieces such as
Mangalsutras (marriage necklaces), bangles, and
necklaces are passed down from mothers to daughters.
These items represent family continuity, prosperity, and
cultural tradition, and often become treasured objects
worn during future celebrations.

Mexico – Milagro Charms
Milagros (“miracles”) are small metal charms used in
Mexican devotional jewellery and religious traditions.
These charms represent hearts, limbs, houses, or other
symbolic objects and are often worn or kept to express
gratitude or ask for protection. Over time they can be
collected on necklaces or bracelets, creating personal
heirloom pieces full of spiritual meaning and family
stories.

Durable materials designed to last a long time
Careful craftsmanship and handmade details
Personal symbols, initials, or meaningful motifs
Materials that age beautifully (metal, stone)
Signs of wear that add character and history
Emotional or symbolic significance
A connection to family, memory, or identity

Common Features of Heirloom Jewellery

Carries Meaning & Value because they:
Mark important life events:

such as birth, marriage, remembrance
Represent family connections or ancestry
Contain personal objects such as stones, charms, or
keepsakes
Reflect the maker’s hand and creative process
Hold memories of a person, place, or moment in time

Over time, these layers of meaning create a

story that travels with the object.

Designing Your Own Heirloom
What story or memory do you want the piece to hold
Whether the object will be worn, gifted, or passed on
Who will be the immediate recipient? 
Symbols or materials that have personal meaning
How the surface might age over time
How the piece can be added to over time

Heirloom Jewellery offers the chance to tell
a story through your craft

Historical Examples

Common Pieces Include:
Charm Bracelets
Lockets
Signets Rings
Engagement Rings & Wedding Bands
Necklaces, & Amulets
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